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DMIRAL COOKE writes from “Finally. in the summer of 19517
great  lamiliarity  with the Far JRbe admiral notes, “about-a yeoar after
Fast. During the war, as chief of staff [fhe Korean war had started. the initial
ind chiel strategic adviser to Admiral |flements of an official U.S. advisory
King. he atrended all the heads-of- group artived. Now, four vears later,
bovernment conferences and. as carly Presidential wctionoverwhelmingly sup-
s April, 1935 saw the handwriting on [ported by Congress - hay piven recog-
he wall when he submitted to King o [frition to the impartance ot the defense
nemorandum warning of impendig [l this island to the Umited  States
fangers in Chinu due to the tall of Jland to the free world.”

apan and the increasing powcer of the
Soviet Linion in that arca.

At war's ¢nd Cooke specifically re-
quested command of our naval forces
n China and. in January, 1946, he took
bver the Scventh Fleet. A year later he
personally advised President Truman,
Huring « conterence in Washington,
~ fhat the United States would have
| fupply operational advice and military
" bupplies to Nationalist China, as :he
Kussians were doing for the Chinese
Communists in Manchuria.

“Five months later the mission
headed by General Wedemeyver came
o China to study the whole situation.”
Admiral Cooke recalls. I told them
that, unless the measures 1 had recom-
mended to the President werc carried Nationalixt Gen, Huang Chich and
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out, we stood to lose all the mainlnd Adm. Cooke (L) meet on Formona
of China and possibly Korea. The \ 1
Wedemeyer report was suppressed and |f . -7

two years later, in 1949, China fell.”
When Russia promptly recognized
the Peiping government, the admiral
felt that two dangerous contingencics |
had developed:  first, that the US.
would recognize Red China; secondly,
that Formosa would be lost to Com-
munism. [f cither happened the other
was bound to follow, he was convineed.
Admirat Cooke (who had retired n
1948 carried his fight to official Wash-
ington, where in formal and informal
talks he emphasized the necessity of
helping Nuationalist China and saving
Formosa. )

Then, in 1950, he took the most ac-
tive role he could: he went to Formosa
and, working tor an American corpora-
tion under contract to the Chinese gov-
ernment, staved two years as adviser to ]
Chiang Kai-shek. He organized a group :
ot American’ technicians 10-give ussist- ‘
ance to the Chinese and Formosans,
and followed up by forming a military
group tor the same purpose. But he
recognized that much more needed to
i | be done in the wayv of advice and sup-
{ | pties and he continued recommend
| to our own authorities thdt an otBeial
| advisory mission for Free China be
| furnished by the United States.
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